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GNU/Linux for Beginners

Session 4

Window Managers
X Applications



By the end of this lecture you will know

e A lot of buzzwords

- KDE, GNOME, WindowMaker, BlackBox, TWM
- OpenOffice.org, KOffice, Abiword, Gnumeric
— Mozilla, Galeon, Epiphany, Konqueror, Firebird
- Grip, MPlayer, K3B, Gcombust
- GIMP, Dia, Kivio
* That there 1s no one “Linux” look or configuration.

* That choosing your poison can be a daunting task.



Desktop Environments

* Control your GUI's * Dominant Players
look & feel — KDE
— Menus - GNOME
- Window decorations — WindowMaker
and handling — Enlightenment
~ lcons — BlackBox
- Applets

- TWM



KDE

Pros
— Absolutely flufty

— Huge user base

— Excellent native
applications
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e Cons

— Resource hog
« CPU (266MHz+)
« RAM (128MB+)
* Disk space (150MB+)

— Too smart for i1ts own
g00d?



e Pros

— Customizable

— Faster than KDE

— Native apps

@) [ Mesic [ vides

Beeds E

Lookup | Thu Sep 18, 21:01 &) {0 =

1 Movies | & Bugdy List | The GIMP | Talkin boul] L usmocalsere| S S JL_JEH| | risepos. 540

cD-Plaver

o _ﬂMPIayer = Vlde:'ﬂ MPlayer

S < -

file €dit View Search Tools Documents Help

Oe. B &89 ¢ ¥B38B R B2

Save Print = Und Cut Copy Paste Find Replace

New Open

7 Untitied 1% [x]

into it */ =]
dirname — g strdup printf ("i=/", d);

window.e X

client = gconf client_get default ():
gconf client set string (client,

dirname,

Fucking Amdl.avi

o

B

Random

=B | 1 - Talkin' *bout the smiling deatchporn immortality blues (everyone wants to live forever) | 4
Kk |« | w | o [ » | w | &

0

Music Videos

o

TV Shows

g_object_unref (G_OBJECT (client))=
g free (dirname); = >N
g_free (d): fle €dit View Go Bookmarks Help
/* Set the sample's filename */
g _object set (G OBJECT (window->pd
e T ey Amelie. ovi Brasil.ovi CannonBall Aun, Fear and
: ovi Loothing in Las
)i
Vegas.avi
save sample as (window, nams);:
case GTK_RESPONSE_CANCEL: Orange County Requiem foro  The Great €scape.  Ti i 1t
default: avi Dream avi avi
break;
} -
gtk widget destroy (GTK WIDGET (filesel));
g_free (sd); (A}
v ~
Ln 973, Col 94 | s o
fle €dit View Go Bookmarks Help

&

Buddies

l Flo Xtns Help
£ = N
WL P A
ERR O
o A
& o &
-

Fucking Amal.srt

Tools Help
Ruddles (2/59)
Rlain

2 lain
£ Plex

ENI

©0Eed

b

|

MPlayer = Videao

Untitled.wav = Sound Recorde

File cControl

i D7&

MNew Open

Help

' Record

File information
@Untitled. waw - m

/&8 CD Player HMMS Bl [Terminal]

e Cons

— Less intuitive than
E for M$-
indows users

1sk space (150MB+)



WindowMaker
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— Lightweight
— Powerful
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BlackBox
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e Pros

— Very small and
lightweight

— Can even be
statically
compiled for
emergency
toolkits.

e Cons

— Small user base

— Too minimalistic?



Tab Window Manager
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X Applications

* Browse the web

e Use email

* Chat online

* Listen to music — watch DVDs/VCDs
* Burn CDs

e Edit audio, video and still images

e Do work!



Web Browsers
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Email Clients
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Editors
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Graphics/Imaging
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Audio/Video
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Word Processors
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Spreadsheets
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Networking
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Choice: Bliss or Burden?

* New users are overwhelmed by breadth of choice
* Fail-safe configuration for newbies

- KDE

— Mozilla Web Browser & Email Client

— OpenOffice.org

* Special needs not compromised

— Nostalgics: “T'll die with TWM on my screen”

- Geeks: “I compiled GNOME from source and 1t loads
in 1,2 seconds”

— Old hardware: “Mozilla takes 3 minutes to load with
8MB of RAM on my 100MHz box™



Final Notes

3GB on disk for OS + all of the above

“Registry clutter” not an 1ssue

Installing/uninstalling one application does not
affect the other

Installing/uninstalling applications certainly doesn't
affect the Operating System (!)

Why do M$-

E and M$-Office start up so fast?

"He who gives up functionality for ease of use
loses both and deserves neither." (Anonymous)



