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1 Password encoding in UNIX systems

1.1 T etvan to Password encoding;

Ta UNIX cuotAuorte pog xot elvon tohuypnotixd, yeetdlovton xdmoto t1pdno yLo
va Eeywpllouy toug yerotes. O xdlde yprotng dradéter éva uovadind aptdud
(user id), o omnolo avtioTtoLyel oe xdmoto dvoua yehotn (username). Ou mopomd-
vo avtototyelee xodopllovton oto apyelo ” Jetc/passwd”, ovouaouévo €tol yLa
loTopLxoUg Aéyous. Mo xartaywplon oto apyeio autéd Ya umopodoe va elvo:

nmav:x:500:4:Nikos Mavroyanopoulos:/home/nmav:/bin/bash

Ta nedla oe autd 1o apyelo Eexwpllouy ano v avw-xdtw teela '+, eved ta nedia
7oL [og evdlapépouy efvon to 1 mou meptéyel To dvoua XehoTr - nmav - xadog
xou to nedio 3 6mou avagépeton 1) TavToéTHTAL ToL Yehotn - 500.

Ta mepiocdtepar UNIX cOotnuota, ylol Vol TLOTOTOLACOUY TNV TAUTOTNTA TOU
xphot yenotonooly cuvinuatxéc MEels, 1 anhde ouvinuotixd (password-
s). Autd ta ouvinuatxd odldlouv pe v extéheon tou 7 /usr/bin/passwd”
TEOYEUUATOS, TO OTolo avaVEWDVEL T BAoT CUVINUATIXWY TOL CUGTAUATOC. XE
amAd cvothuata auth 1 Bdom elvar éva extunwollo apyelo, xoL oTa TEPLOCETERA
nahatd ovoThuata avtd Hray to (Blo to 7 /etc/passwd”. Eta mo véo cUOTHUO-
o glvan évar apyelo avary VOGO UOVo amo Tov SLYELPLOTH TOU CUOTAUATOS, XOL
ouvhdwe elvar o 7 /etc/shadow”.

Avtideta ye awtd nou Yo meplpeve xavelc, 1 Bdon cuUVINUATIXGY TOU CUCTAUNTOC
dev mepéyel ta (o tor ouvinuatixd. To cuvinuatxd xwdixonoobvion Uéow
evéc ahyoplduou plac popdct xou amodnxebovtar. Me autdy tov tpémo Sev unopel
00Te 0 SLoyELpLoTAC TOL CLOTAUNTOC Var SeL Tar CLVINUATIXE TV YENoTHY (UTopel
buee va T adkGEel). Muag xon tor ouvinuatixd Sev undpyouy otny Bdon (owe
vo avapwtnite twe yivetow 1 motomolnon tou yeRotn. Av unodécouue OTL 0
ahybprduoc ulac gopdc elvon PTW(z), ue x va elvor 10 ouvinuatixd, TTe xatd tny

VEotw y = A(z). Xe éva ahybprduo wiog popdg(A) av yvwpllovue o y, elvon d0oxoho va
unohoy{couue 10 X.



gloaywyn Tou ocuvinuatixol(x) to clotnua apxel va vtoloyioel téh o PW (z)
XOL VoL TO oLYXPIVEL UE TO amoUnxevuévo atny Bdom.

1.2 DES Password Encoding

Ta npdtor UNIX cuotAuata xwdxonoloooy o cUVINUATIXS YENoULOTIOLOYTIS
éva tporontoinuévo DES olydprduo, ue tetolo tpémo €tol wote va uny unopel
ano TNV xwdxononuevn wopey va tpoxel to apyixo cuvinuatixé. O uédvog
TPOTOC YLoL VL TPOXUYPEL TO apyLx6 cuVINUATXG elvar 1) SoXLUT] OAWY TWY dUVATHY
ouvdLaoudv cuvinuaTxdy (1 Staduxaocia auth cuyvd xoeltar brute force attack).
Auté 1o eldog enldeone, evd apyxd oy TpaxTxd odOvato Vo QapUooTel, To
tehevtadal ypoévia, UE TNY TPdodo TwV UTOAOYLOTWY, UTopEl va e@apuooTel ywplg
Wattepa axplBo e€omhouo.

Eva tumixé UNIX éyel xataydploec oto ” /ete/shadow” g popphc:
nmav:ZKZ /wHem5Uv:11000:0:99999:7:::

To Seutepo nedio meptéyer wiar extundoln Loper tou DES encoded cuvinua-
wwxo0. Ta 300 mpdta tou Pnela elvon N extundolun Lopen evoc Tuyalou salt
Tou anotekelton ano 12 bits?. Xpnowonoteltor dote va Slogoporotel v €00
Tou ohyopltuou, oxdua xou oe (St cuvinuotixd. Evo cuvinuotind unopel vo
anodnxeutel we 212 tpémouc To ToAD.

O aryéprduoc DES (Data Encryption Standard) elvon xpuntoypaguxds alydprd-
uoc mou Aettoupyel ue 64 bit unhox. Hrav npdruno tic Sexaetiec tou 70 %o ‘80,
ol elvon Eenepacuévog orjuepa. O tpdmog ue to onolo ypnoudonoieiton elvou:

e exxivnon tou DES
e Metartpon? tou Expansion Permutation cuvaptioel tou salt

o Kpuntoypdpnon yia 25 gopéc 8 null bytes ypnotuonowdvrag cav xhedl to
ouvinuaTxd Tou YeRo

e To teAd amotéAeoua elval 1 EXTUTWOOLUT LOPPT TWY XPUTTOYEAUPNUEVLY
64 bit uall e ta 12 bit tou salt.

O nopandve alyodpriuog elvon ouctaotixd olydprduog uiag @opdg, agol dev u-
TdpyeL TpéTOC avtioTpo@ric Tne dtadixaolag xon e€aywyRc Tou cuvinuaTiXol ano
NV xwdtxomonuévn Lop@n, ywelc va doxuudoouue dhoug Toug duvatolds cUVBL-
aopolc. Eyel 1o Aydtepo, v aocpdieia tou DES, adydprduou doxuuaouévou
yior apxetd ypovia. Evoc meploploude mou €yet elvon 6Tt tar cuvinuatind teplopl-
Covtow otoug 8 yapoxthpes amd toug onoloug ypnowuonotolviar o 56 bits (Aoyw
T0U UEol gupoug xhewWdudy tou DES).

28 bit == 1 byte



Mg xou o0 E-boxes tou DES elvon otadepd avd salt, elvon duvatd ue xdmolo
duvatd umoroyloth va doxiudoovue dha to davd cuvinuaTixd oe Aoy Ypévo.
O DES émwc eldapue yenouwomnolel uévo 56 bits yio xhewdl ondte dhot oL mbavol
ouvdlaopol Tou mpénet var Soxuudioer xavelc etvon 256, aprdude oyt unepBolxd
MEYONSC.

"Etot evéd apyixd ta xwdixomolnuéva cuvinuotixd anodnxedovtay oto ” /etc/passwd”,
apyelo avaryvedoLo amo dAoug TouC YpeOTES TOU CUCTAUATOC, Ta TEAELTALA YpdVLa
peTapépdnxay ot edxd apyelo avay VMoo amo ToV SLaYeLpLoTY U6Vo ToU CUCTH-
uotog. Autéd n xivnon gavépwoe Ty aduvaula Tou akyopiduou xwdixonolnong

VO TPOCTATEPEL AMOTEAECUATING. To CUVINUATIX TWV YENOTOV.

1.3 MDS5 crypt

Abon oo mapandve TedBinua xat oto étL o DES elvon xpuntoypapixds olyoprd-
Hog xau unrpye Tohondtepa duoxola eZaywyhc Tou and T HILLA, xupleg yio ta
un eumoped UNIX Aettoupyind, édwoe o Paul-Henning Kamp yix to FreeBSD
Aertovpyd. Tyedidoe €va ohydprduo xwdonolinone cuvinuotixdy Bactouévo
otov MD5 2 hash ohyéprduo. O MD5 elvan ano tov oyediaoud Tou uiag popdc
(one-way), ondte oL yetatponé o€ autdy frav Uixpéc, eved tpoctédnxe salt ano
12 uéyp. 48 bits.

O ayoplduog autog oe yevxég Ypouués xwdixonotel to salt xot to cuvinuoTixg,
ue tov MD5, ue apxetoic Siagpopetinols tpdnoug, €tol wote va xaduotepioeL Thy
dradixacia. O MDS adydprduog mopdyer éva 128 bit hash xon apol uetatparnel
oe extunwoldn Loper uwoll ue to salt anodnxedeton oto apyelo cuvinUOTLXGOY.
Evo tunixé cbotnuo ue MD5 xwdixomolnuéva cuvinuatixd da €yel xataywploelg
oto /etc/shadow tne uoperc:

nmav:$184Wecerq7pj$18uWovIXI1QBP6MXRrWdt0:11000:0:99999:7:::

O yopaxthipee ‘$18 xadopilouv Tov cuyxexpuuévo alydprduo Tou yenotuonotelton
(versioning) xou ptag xou 1 DES xwdixonolnomn dev ypnotuonotel tov yopoxthpa
'$, dev elvor mpdBAnua Yo éva Tpdypauua vo T Staxplvel. To salt Eeywpllel amo
v éZ0d0 tov MD5 e tov yopaxtipa ‘§.

O MD5 dev édete mpoxtixols neploptopols oo péyedog tou cuvinuatixol Tou
xehot. Elye éuwe to npdBAnua tou DES encoding... €yel ouyxexpiuévn mtoAv-
ThoxoTNTAL Yot xdmola oty oto WMoy Ja ftav egueth 1 brute force attack
oL o€ oUTOY, dpal Yo Enpene var avTixotaoTadel xon TAL.

30 MD5 (% Message Digest 5) elvar Adybprduog mou mapdyet évo 128 bits yapoxtnelotixd
aprdud v xdde unvoua. Xyediaotnxe arno tov Ron Rivest xou meptypdpeton oto RFC1321



1.4 Blowfish crypt (bcrypt)

Trnv Aoor o auth v aduvoplo Sivel évac ahyoplduoc oyedlaouévoc ano Tov
Niels Provos xow tov David Mazieres yio to OpenBSD cOotnua. O alydprduoc
autéc elvan Baotouévoc otov blowfish? odyoprduo, ue exdetind petaBolhbuevn
nohumhoxtnta O(2™), xon 10 n xodoplleTon Ao TOV SLAYELPLOTH TOU GUCTHUITOC.
O tpornonownuévog ahydprduoc xahelton eksblowfish, 4 o avaluvtixd Expensive
Key Schedule Blowfish.

H emuloyy| tou blowfish éywe Adyw tou 6t dirdétel s-boxes efoptdueva and To
xAewdl, xou GUVETKG €xEL TOAD UEYUADTERT) TOAUTAOXOTNTA, XATA TNV EXXIVNOT) TOU,
ané tov DES olyépuduo. Emnpboieta éxer mold ueyohitepo elpog xhewdiidv (448
bits), x4t ou dev Véter tpaxtixolc TepLopLoiols 6T0 UEYEToC TV CLVINUATIXGY
(55 bytes).

O eksblowfish ypnowuonotel uta tponomoinuévn woper tne dnutoupylac twy s-
boxes tou alyoplduou, xou évar 128 bits salt. Ye yevurée ypouuéc 1 Aettoupyla
Tou alyoplduov cuvodileton oto:

o Exodvnon tou Blowfish (dnulovpylo twv s-boxes)

o Ané 1 uéypl 2" tpomonolinon wwyv s-boxes xou Twv sub-keys cuvoptAcel Tou
salt xau cuVaETACEL TOU XAEWLOU

e Kpuntoypdgion 64 gopée, utag aluotdag yapaxthiowy (192 bits) ue to xhewdl

To xwdwomoinuévo string elvon 71 extundoyun Lopeyr tou salt xou tng e€6dou
Tou ahyoplduov. Eva clotnua ue Berypt xwdwonomuéva cuvinuatixd Yo €xel
xaaywpeloelc oto /etc/shadow tne poperc:

nmav:$2a$05%abcdefghijklmnopqrstuu5s2v8.iXieOjg/.AySBTTZIIVFJeBui:11000:0:99999:7:::

Omnwe mopatneodue ot auTtés 0 AAYSpLIUOC YENOWOTOLEL TOUC TPWTOUC Yop-
xthpeg ('$2a$), Tou xwdixonoinuévou cuvinuatixot yia va det€el Tny éxdoon Tou
alyoplduou, evd mdh o yopaxtheas *$’ yenouuonoLelton cav onuelo daywplouod
nedlwy. To mpdto nedlo dnwe eldoue teptéyer v €xdoor tou aiyopituou, to
deltepo 1o wéyedog tou xb6oTous(n), eV To Tplto TEpLEyEL To 128 bits salt xat to
XOIXOTOLNUEVD cuVINUITLXS.

M npdyeten vhomoinon tou berypt, xodde xau éva patch yix to Linux pa-
m_unix module, Bploxeton oto 'http://members.hellug.gr/nmav/berypt’. Xto
http:/ /www.openbsd.org, unopolv va Beedolv nepiocdtepec TAnpogopoplec yLo
TovV ahyopLduo, xadde xaL 1) apyLxr LAoTolnoy Tou.

4 , , , . , .
XPUTTOYPAPLXOG CUUMETELXOG alybprduog oyediaouévog and tov Bruce Schneier



1.5 Cracking Passwords

H aduvapuia tou DES encoding, va mpocapuoctel 6Tov Yp6Vo XAl GTNY CUVEYKS
auZavéuevn UTOAOYLoTLX SOVAUY), TEOXJAESE TNV dNULOVEYIX TEOYPUUUATKOY TOU
TPOCTIOUCAY A0 TNV XWIXOTOLNUEYT], LOPPY Vo TOPEEOLY T0 cuvinuaTiXd o
oXeTd Uxpd Ypovo. To mpoypduuata autd ovoudotnxay password crackers,
xou Baciloviovoay otny yohopr| EMAOYT CUVITUATIXDY oo ToUG XEROTES, OANS
xS 10 UAXS BEATLWVOTAY, TO «OTEoUUL0» €vog Oyl Tohu cbvietou cuvinua-
Txol €ywe e@utd. Apywxd Baollovtay xupleg o xdmowo Ae&ixd mou xpatdel
ouvinuatxd tou emthéyay o oLy vd ol yprotes (dictionary attack). ITio tekeu-
Tafor TpoYPAUUATA YENOULOTIOLOUY dpXETA Lo EEEALYUEVES TEYVLXEC.

Mepuxd mpoypduuarta efvan:

e John the Ripper tou ”Solar Designer”, http://www.openwall.com/john
e QCrack tou ”Crypt Keeper”, ftp://chaos.infospace.com/pub/qcrack/

e Crack tou Alec Muffett, http://www.users.dircon.co.uk/™~ crypto/

Mua evdiapépouoa epeuva Yl Tig cracking eqopuoyég xou Ty anodooy| toug €yt
ve ané tov Kurt Hockenbury xou unopel va Bpedel oto ’http://attila.stevens-
tech.edu/”~ khockenb/crypt3.html’. ¥to xeluevo avtéd nopovotdleton 1 avanote-
Aeopanxdtnta tou DES oe cuvinuatixd ue Ayotepoug ano 6 yapaxthpeg xou o€
OpLOMEVES UOPQES SUVITUATIXGDY UE 8 YapaxTripes, eved To hardware tou yenodo-
noujdnxe elvar ebxola TPocBAcLUO Ao OTOLOVINRTOTE POLTNTYH OTO TAVETLCTAULO
Tou.

1.6 XuunepdoUATA X0 YEYOVOTA

Fevixd ou nepioodtepol Sravouelc xou etonpleg mapaywyrc UNIX ypnouuonoloby
axduo v DES xwduxonolnon, av xor Eemepaouévn, yLa Aéyous cuufBatdtntog.
Avutol oL Moyou cuvAle TpoxinTouy 6Tay SLIPOPETLXd CUCTANTY dloguoLpdlovton
apyetor cuvinuotixady ty. ue NIS 7 NIS+. Axdua yepdrepa, uepixée etouple-
¢ axdun yenotuonowly v nakld Hoper tou ” fetc/passwd”, mou mepiéyel To
XWIHOTOLNUEVO GUVINUATIXG.

H ’berypt’ xwdionolnon dev ypnotuonotelton, uéypl ofuepd, o€ GANA AELTOURYLXS.
népa ano 1o OpenBSD, xuplue eneldy| yenotuonolel xpuntoypapind olyoptduo ue
HEYdho €0pog xAeWBLOY, ondte xou 1 edaywyr| ano Tic HILLA (otic onoleg éxouv
NV €3pa TOUC OL TEPLOCGTEPES ETLYELPHOELS) DEV HToty UéYpL TPOoQATA, VOULUT.

Optouéva cuothuata, énwe To QNX®, enéhefav Slapopetinolc TpéTouS amodx-
XEVOTC TWV CUVINUATIXWY, OAAS améTtuyay oTov oyedlacud twv ahyoplduwy tou-
c. lleplocdrepeg mAnpogopliee Yo Ty cuyxexpuuévn aduvaula Tou alyopliuou Ya
Bpelte oto “http://www.i-opener-linux.net /decrypt/’.

5Real-time Acttoupyixd clotTnua



BéBowa dev apxel Evag xohog alydprduoc xwdixonolnong yia vo elvon ac@aAfc éva-
¢ hoyapraoude. O yphotng €xel onuUAVTXd pOAO GTNY ACPIAELN TOL AOYUPLACUOU
Tou ot owTéd Yol N emAoyT) Tou cuvinuaTixol avixel oe autév. Oco ueydio
xou va elvon To salt, 600 xoh6g xon var efva 0 ahydpriuog, av to cuvinuaTixd
elvar 12345 elvar {ninuo deuteporéntwy vo Bpeldet.

T Ty amo@uy? euxoAwy cuvinuatixdy anéd Toug Yerotes 1 shadow Lopey| Tw-
v ouVINUATIXGY, xodde xau N mtotonoinon we PAM (Plugable Authentication
Modules), enttpénouy otov SLaYELPLOTH TOU CUCTAUATOS Vo YECEL UEYLOTO YPGVO
L evéc ouvinuaTixoy, ETTRETOUEVO Xpdvo ahhayhc EVES cuvInUaTLXo), Af-
&n hoYopLaoU®Y XAT, 4Tl Tou emBdAeTon og €va aloTNUA ToL TpooplleTon Yo
aocporés. Emlong undpyer n CrackLib tou Alec Muffett, mou unopel va ypnot-
pomoindel ano to TEdYpoUa AANXYHS CUVINUATIXGY, VLA VO ATOPE(TTEL To TOAD
g0xola and auTd.



